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any person whose property and inter-
ests in property are blocked pursuant 
to § 542.201(a), nor may their holder co-
operate in or facilitate the pledging or 
other attempted use as collateral of 
blocked funds or other assets. 

§ 542.204 Expenses of maintaining 
blocked physical property; liquida-
tion of blocked property. 

(a) Except as otherwise authorized, 
and notwithstanding the existence of 
any rights or obligations conferred or 
imposed by any international agree-
ment or contract entered into or any 
license or permit granted prior to the 
effective date, all expenses incident to 
the maintenance of physical property 
blocked pursuant to § 542.201(a) shall be 
the responsibility of the owners or op-
erators of such property, which ex-
penses shall not be met from blocked 
funds. 

(b) Property blocked pursuant to 
§ 542.201(a) may, in the discretion of 
OFAC, be sold or liquidated and the net 
proceeds placed in a blocked interest- 
bearing account in the name of the 
owner of the property. 

§ 542.205 Evasions; attempts; causing 
violations; conspiracies. 

(a) Any transaction by a U.S. person 
or within the United States that 
evades or avoids, has the purpose of 
evading or avoiding, causes a violation 
of, or attempts to violate any of the 
prohibitions set forth in this part is 
prohibited. 

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate 
any of the prohibitions set forth in this 
part is prohibited. 

§ 542.206 Prohibited new investment 
in Syria. 

Except as otherwise authorized, new 
investment, as defined in § 542.311, in 
Syria by a United States person, wher-
ever located, is prohibited. 

§ 542.207 Prohibited exportation, re-
exportation, sale, or supply of serv-
ices to Syria. 

Except as otherwise authorized, the 
exportation, reexportation, sale, or 
supply, directly or indirectly, from the 
United States, or by a United States 
person, wherever located, of any serv-
ices to Syria is prohibited. 

§ 542.208 Prohibited importation of pe-
troleum or petroleum products of 
Syrian origin. 

Except as otherwise authorized, the 
importation into the United States of 
petroleum or petroleum products of 
Syrian origin is prohibited. 

§ 542.209 Prohibited transactions or 
dealings in or related to petroleum 
or petroleum products of Syrian or-
igin. 

Except as otherwise authorized, any 
transaction or dealing by a United 
States person, wherever located, in-
cluding purchasing, selling, trans-
porting, swapping, brokering, approv-
ing, financing, facilitating, or guaran-
teeing, in or related to petroleum or 
petroleum products of Syrian origin is 
prohibited. 

§ 542.210 Prohibited facilitation. 

Except as otherwise authorized, 
United States persons, wherever lo-
cated, are prohibited from approving, 
financing, facilitating, or guaranteeing 
a transaction by a foreign person where 
the transaction by that foreign person 
would be prohibited by §§ 542.206, 
542.207, 542.208, or 542.209 of this part if 
performed by a United States person or 
within the United States. 

§ 542.211 Exempt transactions. 

(a) Personal communications. Except 
as set forth in paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, the prohibitions contained in this 
part do not apply to any postal, tele-
graphic, telephonic, or other personal 
communication that does not involve 
the transfer of anything of value. 

(b) Information or informational mate-
rials. (1) Except as set forth in para-
graph (e) of this section, the prohibi-
tions contained in this part do not 
apply to the importation from any 
country and the exportation to any 
country of any information or informa-
tional materials, as defined in § 542.307, 
whether commercial or otherwise, re-
gardless of format or medium of trans-
mission. 

(2) This section does not exempt from 
regulation or authorize transactions 
related to information or informa-
tional materials not fully created and 
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in existence at the date of the trans-
actions, or to the substantive or artis-
tic alteration or enhancement of infor-
mational materials, or to the provision 
of marketing and business consulting 
services. Such prohibited transactions 
include, but are not limited to, pay-
ment of advances for information or in-
formational materials not yet created 
and completed (with the exception of 
prepaid subscriptions for widely cir-
culated magazines and other periodical 
publications); provision of services to 
market, produce or co-produce, create, 
or assist in the creation of information 
or informational materials; and pay-
ment of royalties with respect to in-
come received for enhancements or al-
terations made by U.S. persons to such 
information or informational mate-
rials. 

(3) This section does not exempt or 
authorize transactions incident to the 
exportation of software subject to the 
Export Administration Regulations, 15 
CFR parts 730 through 774, or to the ex-
portation of goods (including software) 
or technology for use in the trans-
mission of any data, or to the provi-
sion, sale, or leasing of capacity on 
telecommunications transmission fa-
cilities (such as satellite or terrestrial 
network connectivity) for use in the 
transmission of any data. The expor-
tation of such items or services and the 
provision, sale, or leasing of such ca-
pacity or facilities to Syria or to the 
Government of Syria or any other per-
son whose property and interests in 
property are blocked pursuant to 
§ 542.201(a) are prohibited. 

NOTE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (b)(3) OF § 542.211: See 
§ 542.510 for a general license authorizing the 
exportation or reexportation of certain items 
and services to Syria. 

NOTE 2 TO PARAGRAPH (b)(3) OF § 542.211: See 
§ 542.511 for a general license authorizing the 
exportation to persons in Syria of certain 
services incident to the exchange of personal 
communications over the Internet. 

(c) Travel. Except as set forth in para-
graph (e) of this section, the prohibi-
tions contained in this part do not 
apply to transactions ordinarily inci-
dent to travel to or from any country, 
including importation or exportation 
of accompanied baggage for personal 
use, maintenance within any country 
including payment of living expenses 

and acquisition of goods or services for 
personal use, and arrangement or fa-
cilitation of such travel including non-
scheduled air, sea, or land voyages. 

(d) Official business. The prohibitions 
contained in this part, other than 
those in § 542.201(a)(2), do not apply to 
transactions for the conduct of the offi-
cial business of the Federal Govern-
ment by employees, grantees, or con-
tractors thereof. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (d) OF § 542.211: See 
§ 542.522 for a general license authorizing 
transactions for the conduct of the official 
business of the Federal Government prohib-
ited by § 542.201(a)(2). 

(e) The exemptions described in this 
section do not apply to any trans-
actions involving property or interests 
in property of certain persons whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to E.O. 13399. 

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (e) OF § 542.211: As of 
the date of publication in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, no persons have been designated by 
OFAC pursuant to E.O. 13399. 

Subpart C—General Definitions 

§ 542.300 Applicability of definitions. 

The definitions in this subpart apply 
throughout the entire part. 

§ 542.301 Blocked account; blocked 
property. 

The terms blocked account and blocked 
property shall mean any account or 
property subject to the prohibitions in 
§ 542.201 held in the name of the Gov-
ernment of Syria or any other person 
whose property and interests in prop-
erty are blocked pursuant to 
§ 542.201(a), or in which such person has 
an interest, and with respect to which 
payments, transfers, exportations, 
withdrawals, or other dealings may not 
be made or effected except pursuant to 
an authorization or license from OFAC 
expressly authorizing such action. 

NOTE TO § 542.301: See § 542.411 concerning 
the blocked status of property and interests 
in property of an entity that is 50 percent or 
more owned by a person whose property and 
interests in property are blocked pursuant to 
§ 542.201(a). 
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